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• Project Updates
 Search
Moving to the Cloud

• Policy Updates
 Associated References

• Possible Policy Updates
Document Formatting

• “Modernization”

• Recording Fees

• “Survey” Response 
Sought

• Questions

PHIL 
DUNSHEE
Project Manager



Search Tools

2

Types

• Name
• Reference
• Location
• Doc. Type
• County
• Advanced



Search Tools
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Tips
• Starts With + *
• * = Wild Card
• Saved Searches  (9)
• Associated References
• Observe County Practices
• Advanced? 
 Name + County + Document Type
 Name + County + Location



Search Tools
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Variability

Example:
Polk, 202400008325
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Variability

Example:
Polk, 202400008325
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Variability

Example:
Polk, 202400008325
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Variability

Example:
Benton, E19-1210
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Variability

Example:
Benton, E19-1210
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Variability

Example:
Benton, E19-1210



ILR Infrastructure
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Moving To the “Cloud”

• Migration Completed – March 31
• LightEdge
• Lower Total Cost of Service
• Scalable
• Increased Security and Compliance
• More Efficient Management
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• The Document Reference Number assigned 
to related documents by a county

• Bilateral Reference – Associated Document 
References between recently recorded 
documents and any antecedent document, 
when electronically indexed

• Adopted 2/15/24 – Effective 1/1/25

Policies & Procedures
Associated References



12

• One of the most popular features of Search
• Bilateral Reference – Required
• Antecedent, when electronically indexed
• Submitters must provide
• Recorders index - "if the reference is present 

in a document"

Policies & Procedures
Associated References
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• Types of Associated References
o Conveyance Document and Previous Conveyance
o Mortgages and Satisfactions
o Tax Liens (federal and state) and Tax Lien Releases
o Original recordings, Re-recordings, Corrections
o Conveyance Documents and Companion Documents

 Groundwater Hazard

o Surveys and Similar Drawings Related to the Same Property
 Surveys, Plats, Corner Certificates, Monument Certificates, 

Easements

Policies & Procedures
Associated References
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• Do Not Decline If Missing
o Contemporaneous Documents – Not Possible for the 

Preparer to Know an Associated Reference
 Groundwater Hazard

o Documents Which Do Not Modify or Have Legal Effect On a 
Previous Transaction
 Surveys and Related Documents

• Effective Date Intended to Allow for Training or the 
Discovery of Unintended Effects

• Key Point – If you reference it, it will be indexed

Policies & Procedures
Associated References
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• Document Formatting Topics

• Last Updated in 2007
o Stamp Area
o Top Margin
o Cover Sheet Clarifications
o Index Legends
o Parcel Identification Numbers
o Notary Information
o Reference Numbers and Recording Times

Modernization Initiatives
Ideas Being Vetted
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Modernization Initiatives
Ideas Being Vetted



Search Tools
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Variability

Example:
Polk, 202400008325
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Document Formatting Topics
o Alignment of 331.606A/B and 558.49
o Requirements for Preparers/Submitters

 Providing required information such as parsed location 
information (section, township, range, etc.)

 Provide clarity about including associated references

o Requirements For Recorders
 Indexing Parsed Location Information
 Indexing Associated References

Modernization Initiatives
Ideas Being Vetted
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• Statewide Property Notification System

• Reconnect with Beacon

• Reforming "Back the Blue"

• Working with SLSI to digitize and 
publish older surveys and plats

• Plan for a Multi-Jurisdiction Plat Approval Process

Modernization Initiative Types
Modernization Projects
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• Expand Document Types for Searching

• "Normalize" Data and Data Formats

• Create a "Text" Search Option for Long 
Legal Description

• Explore Distributed Ledger Technology

• Indexing External Registry Information

Modernization Initiative Types
Modernization Projects
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Land Record Modernization
Reconnecting Beacon
• Create a New API

• "Normalize" Parcel Identification Numbers

• Connect through ILR "CAS"

• Functions?
o User Searches for Property on Beacon – Able to directly access the 

most recent conveyance document (and possibly other documents)
o User Searches for Conveyance Document on ILR – Able 

to directly access Beacon property information

• Part of "Modernization" Initiative
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Land Record Modernization
Normalize Data

• Identifying Variances in Data Formats
o Example: Leading Zeros? Abbreviations?

• Identifying Missing Data
o Example: Parsed Location Information

• Extracting Data From Text Legal Descriptions, or

• Acquiring Data From Other Sources

• Inserting Corrected or Data into ILR

• Enabling Better "Parsed Location Searches"
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Other State Fee Policies
Central States

Mortgage Recording Fee Central U.S. State
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• Did you know that Iowa recording fees haven’t been updated since 1985? Almost forty years! 
To put this in perspective, the cost of a postage stamp has tripled in that same time span 
from $0.22 to $0.68.

• Iowa recording fees are the lowest in the Central U.S..

• What are the proposed fee changes? Still being planned, but likely less than the rate of 
inflation.

• An adjustment in these user fees is needed to allow for investment in the planned 
modernization efforts.

Fee Policy
Main Talking Points
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Land Record Modernization
“Survey” Alert!

Not Important - Somewhat Important - Very Important

Iowa counties and Iowa Land Records add recently recorded and historical property records to its database 
every week. Resources permitting, a goal is to have all recorded documents for all counties online dating 
back to at least 1980.

I think the goal of putting more records online is …

Over time, Iowa counties have used different methods for indexing land record information including 
location descriptions, naming conventions. Additionally, some information was not archived in prior years. 
Resources permitting, a goal is to have data for all documents posted online “normalized” – meaning the 
data would be complete and consistent across the 99 Iowa counties.

I think the goal of making data complete and consistent in Iowa Land Records is …
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Land Record Modernization
“Survey” Alert!

Not Important - Somewhat Important - Very Important

Consideration is being given to a new policy that would require all Iowa counties to consistently index the 
parcel identification number (PIN) for each property. PIN numbers could then be used to search for and 
retrieve property information.

I think the idea of indexing PIN numbers is …

The ability to search property documents by specific “parsed” location information such as section, township, 
range or lot, block, subdivision name or town should be consistent in all counties. Where possible, older 
records should be updated to include this “parsed” location information.

I think the idea to make property location information consistent in all counties is …
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Land Record Modernization
“Survey” Alert!

Not Important - Somewhat Important - Very Important

Iowa Land Records has adopted a new policy to expand the use of associated references between 
documents. This will allow users to quickly navigate between related documents such as documents 
associated with the same property.

I think this expanded approach to using associated references between document is ...

All Iowa counties should consistently process documents when recording … same fees, same document 
formatting requirements, same quality customer service.

I think the goal of consistent document processing in all counties is …
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Land Record Modernization
“Survey” Alert!

• Distributed to all registered ILR users.

• Survey link will also be provided to stakeholder organizations for 
distribution to their membership.

This survey is not short – but we think it will be worth it to respond.

T H A N K  Y O U !
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KHWNCMP 

ABOUT THE 
SURVEY

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KHWNCMP
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KHWNCMP
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QUESTIONS

1. SEARCH

2. ASSOCIATED REFERENCES

3. MODERNIZATION

4. RECORDING FEES

5. STAKEHOLDER SURVEY
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CONTACT US
support@clris.com

888-790-2246
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